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Local Career Transition Networking and Support Group





Tips to Get the Most Out of Job Fairs

Job fairs come in all types of different formats and types, make sure you check it out ahead of time and make sure it is for your area of  work. Job fairs can be a great place to meet potential employers and learn about employment opportunities within specific industries or geographic regions. Whether you're looking for work or you're interested in a career change, keep the following tips in mind to get the most out of a job fair.

Before the Job Fair
· Do your research and find out what businesses and companies will be at the job fair. Check the job fair's website for information on registration as well as other important material such as the event schedule and the event floor plan. The more information you can gather about an organization as well as the type of employment it offers, the more successful the job fair is going to be.

· Make a list of companies and organizations you would like to talk to at the event and develop some questions you have for them. The questions may be regarding positions you are interested in or questions about the organization.

· Ensure that your résumé is up to date and double check it for spelling and grammatical errors. Make sure you bring more than enough copies of your resume so you don't run out.

At the Job Fair
· Dress for the job you want, not the job you have. Like a job interview, first impressions at job fairs are very important. The way you present yourself to potential employers shows them how serious you are in your job search. 

· Instead of dropping off as many résumés as you can, spend time talking with employers. Ask questions and gather any additional information you can while being considerate of their time. Taking the time to have a conversation and asking an employer questions will help you make a lasting impression.

· Don't forget to collect business cards and other important information from employers you want to work for. Having the name and contact information from someone you met at a job fair will most likely come in handy throughout your job search process. 

· Depending on the job fair, there may be education seminars or résumé clinics offered. Be sure to take advantage of these extra benefits as they can help your job search process.

After the Job Fair
Follow up with employers you spent time talking with. Send them a thank you card or thank you email letting them know you appreciated them taking the time to talk with you. As many job seekers don't do this, you will stand out above the rest.

